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Jesus heals the Gerasene demoniac 

Second Sunday before Lent 

Welcome to Saint John’s especially all who are visiting today. 
An audio loop system is in operation for  

those with hearing aids. The order of service is available to download from the 
website and the 10.30am is livestreamed on St John’s Malone YouTube channel. 

Those baptised in the name of the Holy Trinity and are communicant members of 
their own church are welcome to receive Holy Communion, according to 

conscience. 
Today:  Sunday 23rd February 2025   
 9.00 a.m.  Eucharist in the Side Chapel 
10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist 
6.30p.m. Choral Evensong 
 



The Eucharist  ~See service booklet for 10:30am if available or below for page 
references in the BCP 2004 
The Gathering   page 201/125 
Presiding    The Rector 
Opening Hymn   652 
Collect of the Day 
Liturgy of the Word   
First Reading    
Psalm     Psalm 65 pg.662 
Second Reading 
Gradual Hymn   553 
Gospel (stand)    

Sermon    Maxine Judge Diocesan Reader 
The Peace (stand)   page 207 / 131 
Offertory Hymn   612 
Liturgy of the Sacrament Great Thanksgiving (1) page 209 
The Lord’s Prayer    
Communion 
Motet     A Gaelic Blessing- Rutter 
Great Silence  
Post Communion Hymn  634 
Going Out    page 220 ff /145 
Post Communion Prayers  page 220 
Blessing 
Dismissal 
Organ Voluntary   Introduction and Passacaglia in D minor - Reger    
  
Office Setting   How/Darke    
 
Collect 
Almighty God, 
you have created the heavens and the earth 
and made us in your own image: 
Teach us to discern your hand in all your works 
and your likeness in all your children; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit 
reigns supreme over all things, now and for ever. Amen. 
 



First Reading Genesis 2: 4b-9, 15-25 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 

In the day that the Lord God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no plant of 
the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung up—for 
the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was no one to till 
the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water the whole face of 
the ground— 7then the Lord God formed man from the dust of the ground, and 
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man became a living 
being. 8And the Lord God planted a garden in Eden, in the east; and there he put 
the man whom he had formed. 9Out of the ground the Lord God made to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good for food, the tree of life also in the 
midst of the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. 

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 
it. 16And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of every tree of 
the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, 
for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’ 

18 Then the Lord God said, ‘It is not good that the man should be alone; I will make 
him a helper as his partner.’ 19So out of the ground the Lord God formed every 
animal of the field and every bird of the air, and brought them to the man to see 
what he would call them; and whatever the man called each living creature, that 
was its name. 20The man gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to 
every animal of the field; but for the man* there was not found a helper as his 
partner. 21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; 
then he took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. 22And the rib that 
the Lord God had taken from the man he made into a woman and brought her to 
the man. 23Then the man said, ‘This at last is bone of my bones 
   and flesh of my flesh; this one shall be called Woman,  
   for out of Man this one was taken.’ 
24Therefore a man leaves his father and his mother and clings to his wife, and they 
become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked, and were not 
ashamed. 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
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Second Reading Revelation 4 

4After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first voice, 
which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, ‘Come up here, and I will 
show you what must take place after this.’ 2At once I was in the spirit, and there in 
heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! 3And the one seated there 
looks like jasper and cornelian, and around the throne is a rainbow that looks like 
an emerald. 4Around the throne are twenty-four thrones, and seated on the 
thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white robes, with golden crowns on 
their heads. 5Coming from the throne are flashes of lightning, and rumblings and 
peals of thunder, and in front of the throne burn seven flaming torches, which are 
the seven spirits of God; 6and in front of the throne there is something like a sea of 
glass, like crystal. 

Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, full of 
eyes in front and behind: 7the first living creature like a lion, the second living 
creature like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human face, and the 
fourth living creature like a flying eagle. 8And the four living creatures, each of 
them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. Day and night without 
ceasing they sing, 
‘Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God the Almighty,    who was and is and is to come.’ 
9And whenever the living creatures give glory and honour and thanks to the one 
who is seated on the throne, who lives for ever and ever, 10the twenty-four elders 
fall before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who lives for 
ever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, 
11 ‘You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
   to receive glory and honour and power, 
for you created all things, 
   and by your will they existed and were created.’ 

This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 

 

 



Gospel Reading Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ according to Luke chapter 
eight beginning at verse twenty two. Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Luke 8: 22-35 

22 One day he got into a boat with his disciples, and he said to them, ‘Let us go 
across to the other side of the lake.’ So they put out, 23and while they were sailing 
he fell asleep. A gale swept down on the lake, and the boat was filling with water, 
and they were in danger. 24They went to him and woke him up, shouting, ‘Master, 
Master, we are perishing!’ And he woke up and rebuked the wind and the raging 
waves; they ceased, and there was a calm. 25He said to them, ‘Where is your 
faith?’ They were afraid and amazed, and said to one another, ‘Who then is this, 
that he commands even the winds and the water, and they obey him?’ 

26 Then they arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 
Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met him. 
For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the 
tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of 
his voice, ‘What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg 
you, do not torment me’— 29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come 
out of the man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and 
bound with chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by 
the demon into the wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, ‘What is your name?’ He said, 
‘Legion’; for many demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them 
to go back into the abyss. 

32 Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the 
demons begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then 
the demons came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed 
down the steep bank into the lake and was drowned. 

34 When the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the 
city and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and 
when they came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone 
sitting at the feet of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 



Post Communion Prayer 
God our creator, 
by your gift the tree of life was set at the heart 
of the earthly paradise, and the Bread of life at the heart of your Church. 
May we who have been nourished at your table on earth 
be transformed by the glory of the Saviour's Cross 
and enjoy the delights of eternity; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
Services this week 
Wednesday 26th      
7:30pm Zoom Compline  
Thursday 27th 10.30am  with prayer for those in need will take place in the Side 
Chapel. The prayer list is in the Side Chapel. 

A cup of tea/coffee is now available after this service. 
Next Sunday: Sunday next before Lent  02.03.25 
9.00 a.m.  Eucharist in the Side Chapel 
10.30 a.m. Sunday First 
Coffee/tea follows this service and all are welcome. 

 

 
Notices: |Sign up for the regular email Update at secstjohns@btconnect.com 

Contactless Payments The Select Vestry has made a new contactless payment device available 
in the parish from today and may be used for any donations you’d like to make at social time 
after the service in the hall.  
Giving and Stewardship in St Johns’ much of our income received is through the Free Will 
Offering Scheme using either envelopes or increasingly, by Standing Order. Standing order 
forms are available by asking the Churchwardens or contacting the Office or 
secstjohns@btconnect.com. Alternatively if you wish to make a donation then the account 
details for St John’s are also available from the Wardens. Your donations help us maintain our 
buildings and support ministry and outreach here in St John’s and more widely.  

 

Organising your wedding in St John’s 

Weddings are special occasions in the life of any family and of the Church. We’d be delighted 

to talk to anyone contemplating their wedding in St John’s. When considering getting married 

please check possible dates with the Rector before confirming any other arrangements. It is 

expected that couples will make a regular commitment to the life of the Church in preparation 

for marriage. 

 

mailto:secstjohns@btconnect.com


Hospital Visiting 

The Rector would appreciate knowing if parishioners are going into or are in hospital or 

discharged and is pleased to offer pastoral support.  

Safeguarding  

The Rector, select vestry and parish leaders are committed to uphold the good practice to the 

parish’s ministry with children, young people and vulnerable adults. Should you have any 

concern or suspicion regarding child welfare in the parish please contact a member of the  

 

Parish panel.  

Rev Canon Stephen Fielding 9066 6644  

Mrs Patricia Armstrong 07854005699  

Dr Anthony Stevens 07710647080 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Urgently needed food items - in order of priority.  

Long Life Juice UHT Milk Oats Jams/Honey/Spreads Tinned potato/Instant Mash 

Pulses (chickpeas/kidney beans/lentils) Coffee/Tea Tinned Fruit Custard/Rice 

Pudding Shampoo/Shower Gel | Household cleaning items - Fairy liquid / anti-bac 

spray/ washing powder etc 

Donations to the Foodbank can either be placed directly into the basket at Tesco 

Newtownbreda or donate directly to the Foodbank. Or please place items in the 

baskets in the church entrance vestibule/porch. 

Open for donations every Wednesday 1-3pm and every Thursday 10am-12pm. Our 

warehouse is Unit 4, 23 Sunwich Street, Belfast, BT6 8HR Any questions regarding 

donating please call us on 07743332489 or email us on 

info@southbelfast.foodbank.org.uk 
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www.malone.connor.anglican.org                                 @malonestjohns 
https://stjohnsmalone.wordpress.com 

 
 

Thank you for your generosity | We depend on your gifts of time treasure and talent to keep ministry in St 
John’s running. To make an offering in support of the parish please give at the welcome table near the church 

door or by scanning this QR code. Please use Gift Aid if you can. To set up regular giving, which helps our 

ministry planning, please contact Joanne Macartney at treasurer.stjohns@hotmail.com 
https://givealittle.co/c/stjohnsdonate 

 

 
Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary, used and adapted for use in the Church of Ireland with 

permission, copyrighted © 1992. Consultation on Common Texts. 

CCLI licence No. 1996325 Streaming License No. 524611 St John’s Malone Charities Registration Number 

NIC101984 The Parish Office for administrative matters, or for information about organisations connected 
with St John’s (90667861) e-mail: secstjohns@btconnect.com 

The Rector, Rev. Canon Stephen Fielding can be contacted on pastoral matters (90666644)  
e-mail : malone@connor.anglican.org  

 
 Please take this booklet home with you for the readings, notices and reference during the week and 

recycle.  
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