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Christ as the good shepherd 

Date: ca. 1540 

Artist: Cranach, Lucas, 1515-1586, Erfurt, Germany. 

 
Fourth Sunday of Easter   

Welcome to Saint John’s especially all who are visiting today. 
An audio loop system is in operation for those with hearing aids. The order of 

service is available to download from the website and the 10.30am is livestreamed 
on St John’s Malone YouTube channel. Those baptised in the name of the Holy 

Trinity and are communicant members of their own church are welcome to 
receive Holy Communion, according to conscience. 

 
 
 
Today:  Sunday 21st April 2024   
 9.00 a.m.  Eucharist in the Side Chapel 
10.30 a.m. Family Eucharist 



The Eucharist  ~See service booklet for 10:30am if available or below for page 
references in the BCP 2004 
The Gathering   page 201/125 
Presiding    The Rector 
Opening Hymn   117 
Collect of the Day 
Liturgy of the Word   
First Reading   - 
Reading 
Psalm     23 pg.616 
Gradual Hymn   655 
Gospel (stand)    

Sermon    The Rector 
The Prayers  of the People pg.206 or alternative form is used 
The Peace (stand)   page 207 / 131 
Offertory Hymn   466 
Liturgy of the Sacrament Great Thanksgiving (1) page 209 
The Lord’s Prayer    
Communion 
Motet     Brother James’s Air – arr. Alan Ridout    
Great Silence  
Post Communion Hymn  365 
Going Out    page 220 ff /145 
Post Communion Prayers  page 220 
Blessing 
Dismissal 
Organ Voluntary   A Meditation on Brother James’s Air – Harold Darke   
Office Setting   Archer  

 
Collect 
Almighty God, 
whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: 
Raise us, who trust in him, 
from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, 
that we may seek those things which are above, 
where he reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 



 
First Reading Acts 4: 5-12 
5 The next day their rulers, elders, and scribes assembled in Jerusalem, 6with 
Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and all who were of the 
high-priestly family. 7When they had made the prisoners stand in their midst, they 
inquired, ‘By what power or by what name did you do this?’ 8Then Peter, filled 
with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are 
questioned today because of a good deed done to someone who was sick and are 
asked how this man has been healed, 10let it be known to all of you, and to all the 
people of Israel, that this man is standing before you in good health by the name 
of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead. 11This Jesus is 
“the stone that was rejected by you, the builders; 
   it has become the cornerstone.”  
12There is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given 
among mortals by which we must be saved.’ 
 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm  
 
Second Reading 1 John 3: 16-24 
16We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay 
down our lives for one another. 17How does God’s love abide in anyone who has 
the world’s goods and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 
18 Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. 19And 
by this we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before 
him 20whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he 
knows everything. 21Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness 
before God; 22and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his 
commandments and do what pleases him. 
23 And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son 
Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24All who obey 



his commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that 
he abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us. 
 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
Gospel Reading Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ according to John chapter ten 
beginning at verse thirty eleven. Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

John 10: 11-18 

11 ‘I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep. 12The hired hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, 
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches 
them and scatters them. 13The hired hand runs away because a hired hand does 
not care for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own 
know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my 
life for the sheep. 16I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring 
them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 
shepherd. 17For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my life in 
order to take it up again. 18No one takes* it from me, but I lay it down of my own 
accord. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it up again. I have 
received this command from my Father.’ 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
 
Post Communion Prayer 
Merciful Father, 
you gave your Son Jesus Christ to be the good shepherd, 
and in his love for us to lay down his life and rise again. 
Keep us always under his protection, 
and give us grace to follow in his steps; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 
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READINGS 
Acts 4:5-12: Peter and the other disciples are put on trial by the religious leaders, 

who ask them by which name or power they have healed the lame man. Peter, in 

response, tells them that it is by the power of Jesus that the healing has happened. 

Though they rejected Jesus, he has become “the cornerstone” and is the name 

through which humanity is saved. 

Psalm 23: David celebrates God as his shepherd who provides for him, cares for 
him, protects him, and in whose house he will live forever. 
1 John 3:16-24: As Jesus laid down his life for us we should lay down our lives for 
each other. We are called to follow God’s command to love one another – in 
action, not just in word. 
John 10:11-18: Jesus proclaims himself as the good shepherd who lays down his 
life for the sheep, and takes it up again. 
REFLECTIONS ON THEME: 
If the Easter season is about anything, it’s about restoration, life, and God’s 
compassionate care for God’s people. These are the themes that come through 
the readings for this week. In Acts the disciples, who are put on trial for healing the 
lame man outside of the Temple, proudly proclaim Jesus as the name by which the 
healing has happened, and by which humanity is to be saved. In David’s famous 
Psalm, God’s care as shepherd is celebrated, and in John’s letter the love of God 
that is revealed in Christ’s sacrifice is to be passed on through those who are 
Christ’s disciples as they choose to love one another and lay down their lives for 
one another. Finally, in John 10 Jesus proclaims himself as the Good Shepherd who 
cares for the sheep with commitment and courage, and who lays down his life for 
the sheep. But, in this loving sacrifice lies the hope of resurrection – Jesus 
confidently asserts that he will take up his life again. The message is an important 
one as we reflect on the resurrection over the next few weeks. Resurrection can 
easily be seen as an individual experience of life beyond the grave, but the Gospel 
reveals that it is so much more than that. As much as it does offer personal 
renewal through God’s life, and the promise of eternity, resurrection also calls us 
to be life-carriers – shepherds who, like Jesus, lay our lives down for others. It is 
the hope of resurrection that makes sacrifice possible, and that gives us the 
strength and courage to risk loving and serving others even when it hurts. 
 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%204:5-12&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%2023&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20John%203:16-24&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2010:11-18&version=CEB
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/John%2010


sacredise.com 
 

 
 
Services this week 
 

Tuesday 23rd Matins said 10am 
 

Tuesday Matins will be said in the chancel stalls for six weeks until the Feast 
of Pentecost so if you’re free for 20 minutes on a Tuesday morning do come 
along and participate in this short time of morning prayer. Learning to pray 

daily office is very simple and includes using the psalms of the day, the collect 
of the day and the morning canticles along with the two set readings from the 

old and new testaments. As with all our services, it is part of the common 
prayer life of our community and it is a big advantage in beginning to pray the 

Office, to do it in community. All are welcome. 

 
Wednesday 24th Zoom Compline 7:30pm.  
 
Thursday 25st  Eucharist 10.30am with prayer for those in need will take place in 
the Side Chapel. The prayer list is in the Side chapel. 

A cup of tea/coffee is now available after this service. 
 
Next Sunday: Easter 5 | 28.04.24 
9.00 a.m.  Eucharist in the Side Chapel 
10.30 a.m. Sung Eucharist.  Coffee/tea follows this service and all are welcome. 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Notices: | 

Sign up for the regular email Update at secstjohns@btconnect.com 

 

 
Giving and Stewardship in St Johns’ much of our income received is through the Free Will 
Offering Scheme using either envelopes or increasingly, by Standing Order. Standing order 
forms are available by asking the Churchwardens or contacting the Office or 
secstjohns@btconnect.com. Alternatively if you wish to make a donation then the account 
details for St John’s are also available from the Wardens. Your donations help us maintain our 
buildings and support ministry and outreach here in St John’s and more widely.  
The select vestry has launched a Stewardship Appeal in the parish. An Appeal leaflet 
explaining this is being distributed to all homes. Your consideration will be greatly 
appreciated as we seek to address the shortfall in meeting our day to day costs and plan for 
the future.  

 
 

Organising your wedding in St John’s 
Weddings are special occasions in the life of any family and of the Church. We’d be 

delighted to talk to anyone contemplating their wedding in St John’s. When 
considering getting married please check possible dates with the Rector before 

confirming any other arrangements. It is expected that couples will make a regular 
commitment to the life of the Church in preparation for marriage. 

 
 

Hospital Visiting 
The Rector would appreciate knowing if parishioners are going into or are in hospital 

or discharged and is pleased to offer pastoral support.  
 

Safeguarding  
The Rector, select vestry and parish leaders are committed to uphold the good practice 
to the parish’s ministry with children, young people and vulnerable adults. Should you 

have any concern or suspicion regarding child welfare in the parish please contact a 
member of the parish panel.  

Rev Canon Stephen Fielding 9066 6644  
Mrs Patricia Armstrong 9066 1641  
Mr Anthony Stevens 07710647080 

 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:secstjohns@btconnect.com


 
DID YOU KNOW THAT ST JOHN’S COLLECT FOR THE FOODBANK EVERY 

SUNDAY? IF YOU CAN CONTRIBUTE PLEASE LEAVE YOUR DONATION IN THE 
VESTIBULE ON THE WAY IN. THANK YOU! 

 
If you are considering donating any items to the foodbank then we would really appreciate any 
of the following below... 
 
Also, uou can either pop the items directly into the basket at Tesco Newtownbreda or donate 
directly to the foodbank. 
 
We are open for donations every Wednesday 1-3pm and every Thursday 10am-12pm. 
Our warehouse is Unit 4, 23 Sunwich Street, Belfast, BT6 8HR 
 
Any questions regarding donating please call us on 07743332489 or email us on 
info@southbelfast.foodbank.org.uk 
 
ITEMS REQUIRED AT PRESENT: Please place in the baskets in the entrance vestibule/porch. 
Coffee and Tea; Tinned tomatoes; Tinned spaghetti; Tinned fruit; Tinned potatoes; Pulses; 
Rice; Biscuits; Household cleaning products; Shampoo/Conditioner; Toilet paper; Snack Bar 
 
 
 
 

 

www.malone.connor.anglican.org                                 @malonestjohns 
Citations from the Revised Common Lectionary, used and adapted for use in the Church of Ireland with 
permission, copyrighted © 1992. Consultation on Common Texts. 
CCLI licence No. 1996325 Streaming License No. 524611 St John’s Malone Charities Registration Number 
NIC101984 
The Parish Office for administrative matters, or for information about organisations connected with St John’s 
(90667861) e-mail: secstjohns@btconnect.com 
The Rector, Rev. Canon Stephen Fielding can be contacted on pastoral matters (90666644)  
e-mail : malone@connor.anglican.org 
 Please take this booklet home with you for the readings, notices and reference during the week and recycle.  
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