SAINT JOHN’S MALONE

The Fifth Sunday before Advent. Proper 25

Welcome to Saint John’s especially all who are visiting today.

An audio loop system is in operation for those with hearing aids. The order of
service is available to download from the website and the 10.30am is livestreamed
on St John’s Malone YouTube channel. Those baptised in the name of the Holy
Trinity and are communicant members of their own church are welcome to
receive Holy Communion, according to conscience.

Today | Sunday 29" October 2023
9.00 a.m. Eucharist in the Side Chapel said
10.30 a.m. Eucharist — A Celebration of Wholeness & Helaing



The Eucharist ~See service booklet for 10:30am if available or below for page
references in the BCP 2004. 9am pg.201:
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Shepherd

Collect
Blessed Lord,

who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning:

Help us to hear them,

to read, mark, learn and inwardly digest them

that, through patience, and the comfort of your holy word,
we may embrace and for ever hold fast

the blessed hope of everlasting life,

which you have given us in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.



First Reading Leviticus 19: 1-2, 15-18
19The Lord spoke to Moses, saying:

2 Speak to all the congregation of the people of Israel and say to them: You shall
be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy.

15 You shall not render an unjust judgement; you shall not be partial to the poor
or defer to the great: with justice you shall judge your neighbour. ®You shall not
go around as a slandererZ among your people, and you shall not profit by the
blood= of your neighbour: | am the Lord.

17 You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shall reprove your
neighbour, or you will incur guilt yourself. *8You shall not take vengeance or bear a
grudge against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbour as yourself: |
am the Lord.

This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

Psalm
PSALM 1

Beatus vir, qui non abiit
(Single Chant)

1 Blessed are they who have not walked in the | counsel - of the | wicked, ||
nor lingered in the way of sinners,
nor sat in the as|sembly | of the | scornful.

2 Their delight is in the | law - of the | Lord ||
and they meditate on his | law | day and | night.

3 Like atree planted by streams of water,
bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that | do not | wither, ||
whatever they | do, | it shall | prosper.

4 As for the wicked, it is not | so with | them; ||
they are like chaff which the | wind | blows ajway.

5 Therefore the wicked shall not be able to | stand - in the | judgement, ||
nor the sinner in the congre|gation | of the | righteous.

6 For the Lord knows the | way - of the | righteous, ||
but the | way - of the | wicked - shall | perish. Gloria
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Second Reading 1 Thessalonians 2: 1-8

2You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in
vain, 2but though we had already suffered and been shamefully maltreated at
Philippi, as you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of
God in spite of great opposition. 3For our appeal does not spring from deceit or
impure motives or trickery, *but just as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please
mortals, but to please God who tests our hearts. °As you know and as God is our
witness, we never came with words of flattery or with a pretext for greed; énor did
we seek praise from mortals, whether from you or from others, though we might
have made demands as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a
nurse tenderly caring for her own children. 8So deeply do we care for you that we
are determined to share with you not only the gospel of God but also our own
selves, because you have become very dear to us.

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel Reading
Hear the Gospel of our Saviour Christ according to Matthew chapter twenty two
beginning at verse thirtyfour. Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ

34 When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, 3°and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test

him. 3¢‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?’ 3’He said to him,
““You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.” 38This is the greatest and first commandment. 3°And a second
is like it: “You shall love your neighbour as yourself.” 4°0n these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’

41 Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this
question: >‘What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?’ They said to
him, ‘The son of David.” 3 He said to them, ‘How is it then that David by the
Spirit calls him Lord, saying,

44 “The Lord said to my Lord,

‘Sit at my right hand,



until | put your enemies under your feet’ ”?
4>1f David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?’ “éNo one was able to give
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Post Communion Prayer
God of all grace,
your Son Jesus Christ fed the hungry
with the bread of his life and the word of his kingdom.
Renew your people with your heavenly grace,
and in all our weakness sustain us by your true and living bread,
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.
Amen
AUTUMN STUDY COURSE — begins 7™ Nov 7:30pm Register:briancrowe@aol.com
‘He is not far from each one of us’ A Christian view of other faiths.

NOTICES & ACTIVITIES |

Monday Scouts from 6:30pm

Tuesday Toddler Café 10am-11:30am

Laura Walker Ballet Class from 2-6:30pm laurawalker@hotmail.com

Evening: Guiding Organisations from 6:30pm

Wednesday Zoom Compline 7:30pm details in the email Update. Please email the office if
you’d like added to the email Update list secstjohns@btconnect.com

Wednesday 9:30am Reader Ministry Prep. - Edward Darling Room.

Scottish Country Dancing: 1%t and 3" Wednesdays of the month 8-10pm Lynn Rankin 90812249
Thursday All Saints’ Day with Commemoration of the faithful departed (tr) 10.30am
Eucharist with intercessions for those in need. A cup of coffee is available after this service.
Laura Walker Ballet Class from 2-6:30pm laurawalker@hotmail.com

Parish Choir: 7:30pm contact Mr Richard Campbell organist.stjohns.malone@gmail.com
Pilates in Seaver Hall 7:30-8:30pm contact Catherine catbutlerd@yahoo.com

Friday Tango 7:30-10pm petermacauley@talktalk.net -not meeting until the new year.

Next Sunday: 4" Sunday before Advent 5" November
9:00 Eucharist; 10:30am Sunday First for All Saintstide

For more information, sign up for the regular email Update at secstiohns@btconnect.com



mailto:secstjohns@btconnect.com

Bible Reading Fellowship BRF Notes are available each quarter for the year. Please
consider taking some. Please speak to or email Rev. Brian Cadden if you are interested
in having the quarterly BRF Notes.

Welcome to all our visitors whether you’re joining us in the building or online. If you
need assistance with anything, please ask one of the Churchwardens.

Under GDPR guidance we need to tell you that we will be recording the service and/or
livestreaming today. The cameras will point towards the nave altar and pulpit and only
on occasion, towards the entrance doors. Those coming to and from the side areas and
exiting will be in the camera view for a short time.

Welcome if you are disabled, unwell, have experiences of cognitive or mental health
issues. There is a hearing loop installed in the church for those who need it. Step-free
access to church is available through the north porch door and to the halls via the
Seaver Hall main door.

Welcome to babies, children and young people. We understand that young children
make noise. If your baby becomes upset during the service, you are welcome to go to
the back of the church if you need to settle — or to Sunday School in the halls where
there is lots of space. Our toilets have baby change facililties.

Welcome to all experiences of race, colour or language. At the Lord’s Prayer all are
invited to bring the gift of your first language to our worship. You are also welcome if
you are LGBTQIA+

Welcome if you are unsure about faith, Welcome if you are exploring, Welcome if you
are here for someone else. We run study courses through the year. These are notified
here, in the parish magazine or on Facebook or on our parish website.

If you need to reach out to our Safeguarding team please contact Stephen, Patricia or
Tony malone@connor.anglican.org (Rector’s email) or see the info posters in the halls.
We are collecting for South Belfast Food Bank again. Please leave your contributions in
the vestibule on the way in.

Prayers for the sick and all those in need are offered on Thursday morning at the
Eucharist. You can send names for the list to the Rector via his email or add the name(s)
on the list in the side chapel.

If you’re new to the parish please ask the Churchwardens or a member of the clergy
about the following: GDPR, Free Will Offering Scheme, Gift Aid Magazine, organisations
or wanting to know more about life at St John’s. We’d be delighted to help and to get to
know you.

Giving and Stewardship in St Johns’ much of our income received is through the Free
Will Offering Scheme using either envelopes or increasingly, by Standing Order. Standing
order forms are available by asking the Churchwardens or contacting the Office
secstjohns@btconnect.com. Alternatively if you wish to make a donation then the
account details for St John’s are also available from the Wardens. Thank you. Your
donations help us maintain our buildings and support ministry and outreach here in St
John’s and more widely.

Coffee/tea will follow this service and all are welcome.




e Parents & Toddlers meets in Seaver Hall Tuesday 10am-11:30am. All are welcome.

READINGS:

Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18: God commands Moses to tell the people to be holy as God is
holy. Commands are then given that they must deal justly and fairly with one
another, and must love their neighbours as they love themselves.

Psalm 1: A song in celebration of the righteous whose lives are built on God’s
commands, and who, unlike the wicked, bear fruit and prosper. A description of the
faithful ministry of the apostles among the Thessalonians, in spite of persecution —a
ministry approved by God, free from impure motives or boasting, not seeking
special treatment, but caring and gentle.

Matthew 22:34-46: Jesus is asked what the greatest commandment is, and he
replies that it is to love God with everything and to love our neighbours as
ourselves. Then he asks whose son the Messiah is. When the religious leaders reply
that he is David’s son, Jesus asks why David refers to the Messiah as “Lord” — and
no one is able to give an answer.

REFLECTIONS ON THEME:

The Great Commandment resonates powerfully through this week in the
Lectionary. It’s significant that this 1s what ends the great debate between Jesus and
the religious leaders in the Gospel reading — even in confrontation, the focus of
Jesus is on love. The related Old Testament reading (Leviticus) gives the original
reference for the second part of the commandment, about loving our neighbours. In
the continuous Old Testament readings we come to the end of Moses’ life on the
brink of the promised land. Moses power in leading the Israelite people is praised in
this account, which evokes the memory, not just of Moses’ mighty works, but also
of his great patience and care for God’s people — a quality which, although not
specifically mentioned here, certainly contributed to his greatness. The Psalm of
Moses, however, definitely picks up Moses’ compassion and love as he pleads (as
he often did) for God to care for and be kind to God’s people. Psalm 1 connects
with the Gospel, celebrating those who obey God’s laws which, in this case, relates
specifically to those who live in love of God and of neighbour. Finally, the letter to
the Thessalonians gives a description of a ministry that is performed in grace and
love, which is focussed on bringing others into the joy of the love of God, and
which expresses deep love for the people to whom the ministry is being offered. In
many ways, this is a picture of what obedience to the Great Commandment looks
like in practice. There can be no question this week — the Scriptures never let us off
the hook of love.|



http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Leviticus%2019:1-2,%2015-18&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Psalm%201&version=CEB
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2022:34-46&version=CEB
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%201
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The Parish Office for administrative matters, or for information about organisations connected with St
John’s (90667861) e-mail: secstjohns@btconnect.com

The Rector, Rev. Canon Stephen Fielding can be contacted on pastoral matters (90666644)
e-mail : malone@connor.anglican.org
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South
Belfast

Please take this booklet home with you for the readings, notices

fOOd b k and reference during the week and recycle.

You can either pop the items directly into the basket at Tesco Newtownbreda or donate
directly to the foodbank. Or please place in the baskets in the entrance vestibule/porch.
We are open for donations every Wednesday 1-3pm and every Thursday 10am-12pm.
Our warehouse is Unit 4, 23 Sunwich Street, Belfast, BT6 8HR

Any questions regarding donating please call us on 07743332489 or email us on
info@southbelfast.foodbank.org.uk

WE NEED
STRONG
SHOPPING |
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Your Own' foodbank
sessions?
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. URGENTLY NEEDED FOOD ITEMS

LONG LIFE JUICE LONG LIFE MILKTINNED FISHTINNED SPAGHETTI TINNED FRUIT

JARS OF JAM TINNED POTATOES OR SMASH NAPPIES SIZE 5 OR ABOVE ONLYTOILETRIES -

SOAP, SHAMPOO, SHOWER GEL, TOOTHPASTE ETCHOUSEHOLD CLEANING ITEMS -

WASHING UP LIQUID, WASHING POWDER

i @ v

stjohnsmalone

St John’s Malone

@malonestjohns
><

www.malone.connor.anglican.org
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